MUSIC IN LONDON 1890-94

the audience shewed a lively sense of the absurdity of the pro-
ceeding.

The success of L'Enfant Prodigue had its inevitable sequel in
the production of Yvette at the Avenue Theatre last Saturday.
Yvette was not a success in Paris; and it will not be a success here.
L'Enfant Prodigue had drollery, domestic pathos, and the charm
of novelty. Yvette has nothing but a pretty and refined musical
setting by Andre Gedalge, whose labor has been entirely wasted.
For the sake of Mile Milly Dathenes and the rest, I wish it were
possible to be less blunt; for they play as well as it is possible to
play under the circumstances; but they cannot save a piece which
is so utterly void of interesting ideas that I cannot help suspecting
that Michel Carre designed it originally as a libretto for a grand
opera by Gounod.

As there seems no prospect of any revival of musical business
before the Birmingham Festival next month, I propose to drop
round to Venice until then.

14 October 1891

I CANNOT say that I am unmixedly grateful to the Birmingham
Festival people. They brought me all the way from Venice by a
polite assurance that a packet of tickets awaited my arrival. But
when, after a headlong rush over the Alps and far away into the
Midlands, I reached the Town Hall, insufferable indignities were
put upon me. The stewards on the floor declared that my seat was
in the gallery; the stewards in the gallery insisted that it was on
the floor; and finally, when it became plain that no seat at all had
been reserved, I was thrust ignominiously into a corner in com-
pany with a couple of draughts and an echo,, and left to brood
vengefully over the performance. On the Passion Music day I
escaped the corner, and shared a knifeboard at the back of the
gallery with a steward who kept Bach off by reading the Birming-
ham Daily Post, and breathed so hard when he came to the bank-
ruptcy list that it was plain that every firm mentioned in it was
heavily in his debt.

Under these circumstances, no right-minded person will grudge
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